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An aerial view of the North Fork San Jacinto River and Fuller Mill Creek watersheds. Both waterways provide habitats for the endangered mountain yellow-legged frog.

unreasonably delayed” com-
pliance with the law.

“To date there hasn’t 
been any management 
plans for these rivers and 
it is coming up on 10 years 
now,” said Ilene Anderson, 
a senior scientist with the 
center who said the group is 
seeking a timetable for com-
pletion of the plans.

‘Crown jewels’
Without proper man-

agement, the rivers could 
be damaged by off-road 
vehicles, poorly managed 
grazing or other human 
activities, the center said.

At stake are some of 
the last remaining natu-

ral rivers in Southern Cal-
ifornia as well as numer-
ous endangered or threat-
ened specie s of f rog s, 
bats, birds, toads, sheep, 
fish, f lowers and butter-
f lies.

“These rivers are some 
of Southern California’s 
crown jewels and provide 
critical habitat for endan-
gered birds and other im-
periled species,” A nder-
son said in a statement. 
“They also provide respite 
and recreation for peo-
ple who rely on the gov-
ernment to protect these 
places for their kids and 
grandkids.”

A spokesman for the 
U.S. Forest Service in Ar-
cadia said he could not 
comment on the lawsuit. 
Thom Mrozek, spokesman 
for the U.S. Attorney’s Of-

fice in L.A., said all media 
inquiries must be handled 
by the Department of Jus-
tice in Washington. The 
DOJ media office did not 
return emails and phone 
calls Tuesday.

Wild and scenic
T he follow ing water-

ways all received wild and 
scenic desig nations by 
Congress and are named 
in the lawsuit:
AMARGOSA RIVER » About 
2 6  m i le s  i n  I nyo  a nd 
San Bernardino counties 
through the driest parts 
of the Mojave Desert. The 
spring-fed river is criti-
cal for supporting the en-
dangered Amargosa vole 
and A margosa nitewor t 
pla nt; t he end a n gered 
least Bell’s vireo and the 
endangered Southwest-

ern willow f lycatcher. The 
designated segments are 
managed by the BLM.
O W E N S  H E A D WAT E R  »  
About 20 miles in Inyo 
that suppor t s r ipa r ia n 
areas home to the threat-
ened Yosemite toad and 
numerous kinds of butter-
f lies. The designated por-
tion lies within the Inyo 
National Forest.
COT T ON WO OD CR E E K » 
About 20 miles in Inyo as 
wild or recreational, it pro-
vides habitat for the threat-
ened Paiute cutthroat trout 
and the rare spotted bat. 
The area is managed by the 
BLM and the Inyo forest.
PIRU CREEK » About 7 miles 
in Ventura County des-
ignated as wild or recre-
ational. The creek is a tribu-
tary to the Santa Clara River 
that runs through northern 

Los Angeles County and 
provides nesting and roost-
ing areas for the Califor-
nia condor as well as hab-
itat for the arroyo toad. It’s 
managed by the Los Padres 
National Forest.

The following are within 
the San Bernardino Na-
tional Forest:
NORTH FORK OF SAN JACINTO 
RIVER » About 10 miles in 
Riverside County, it pro-
vides habitat for the en-
dangered mountain yel-
low-legged frog, the Cal-
ifornia spotted owls and 
the San Bernardino flying 
squirrel.
FULLER MILL CREEK »  About 

3. 5 miles in R iverside 
County just east of Idyll-
wild, it provides habitat to 
yellow-legged frogs, spotted 
owls and flying squirrels.
PALM CANYON CREEK » 
About 8 miles in Riverside 
County just outside of Palm 
Springs and leads to the 
Palm Oasis. It provides wa-
ter for the peninsular des-
ert bighorn sheep.
BAUTISTA CREEK » About 10 
miles near Hemet; provides 
habitat for threatened ar-
royo toads, endangered fly-
catchers, endangered Quino 
checkerspot butterflies and 
endangered slender-horned 
spineflower.
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when the site was converted 
into the Verdugo Hills Golf 
Course. Though the mere 
act of adding signage may 
seem small, it has been 
nearly five years since the 
site was officially added to 
the city’s Register of His-
toric Cultural Monuments 
by the Los Angeles City 
Council. Councilmembers 
Monica Rodriguez and Da-
vid Ryu introduced the mo-
tion for the marker.

“It’s like evidence that 
we were here, so to speak,” 
Nancy Kyoko Oda, one of 
the driving forces behind 
the campaign, said of the 
sign.

The 72-year-old retired 
elementary school principal 
is a self-described “child of 
the camps.” Oda was born 
at the Tule Lake camp in 
Northern California, one 
of 10 permanent relocation 
centers where Japanese-
Americans living on the 
West Coast were forcibly 
housed during World War 
II. Approximately 120,000 
Americans of Japanese de-
scent, roughly two-thirds of 
whom were American citi-
zens, were incarcerated by 
the federal government dur-
ing a dark chapter of the na-
tion’s history.

The United States Im-
migration and Naturaliza-
tion Service opened Tuna 
Canyon Detention Station 
on Dec. 16, 1941, less than 
two weeks after the bomb-
ing of Pearl Harbor. The site 
had been a work camp for 
the Civilian Conservation 
Corps, a New Deal-era fed-
eral public works program. 
Constructed by Army con-
tractors in 1933, the camp’s 
buildings, including seven 
barracks and a mess hall, 
were in use by the CCC un-
til the fall of 1941. All that 
was added was 12-foot-high 
barbed wire fence and light-
ing enclosing the entire 
compound.

“Most people stayed only 
two weeks,” Oda said of the 
Tuna Canyon Detention Sta-
tion. “They were moved here 
and then they were moved 
to Santa Fe, New Mexico, 

Bismarck, North Dakota, 
Crystal City, Texas,” Oda 
continued, naming the lo-
cations of a number of Jus-
tice Department detention 
camps.

According to Oda, the 
detainees arrived in waves, 
with the first group includ-
ing prominent community 
members.

“The first wave — accord-
ing to the diaries and let-
ters and poems I have — 
were mainly people with in-
fluence, like Buddhist and 
Shinto priests, successful 
business people, newspa-
per journalists,” Oda said.

T he det a inees were 
largely Japanese-Ameri-
can, although their num-
bers also included individ-
uals of Italian, German, and 
Japanese-Peruvian descent.

“We are prohibited to go 
within 10 feet of the fence, 
and it is most painful to 
be cut off from the out-
side world,” Daisho Tana, a 
teacher and Buddhist priest 
wrote in a March 1942 di-
ary entry.

The path to landmark 
status was far from simple. 
The site, which was used 
as a county boys’ probation 
school from the mid-1940s 
until the early 1950s, was 
purchased by a group of 
doctors with big plans for 
a golf course. According to 
a Department of City Plan-
ning report, all the origi-
nal buildings were demol-
ished in 1960 when the site 
reopened as the Verdugo 
Hills Golf Course.

According to Oda, there 
was often familial stigma 

around internment. 
“Most of the Japanese-

Americans and Japanese 
chose not to speak about 
it,” she said, though her 
own family did discuss 
their time imprisoned at 
Tule Lake. 

Lingering shame and 
limited access to records — 
wartime documents related 
to the camp weren’t declas-
sified until the 1990s — cur-
tailed public knowledge of 
the golf course’s dark his-
tory.

Local historians such as 
Lloyd Hitt — a retired Sun-
land pharmacist, Korean 
War veteran and former 
president of Sunland-Tujun-
ga’s Little Landers Histori-
cal Society — played a piv-
otal role in raising aware-
ness about Tuna Canyon 
Detention Station, and 
gathering information on 
its history. Hitt also helped 
push for preservation sta-
tus after Snowball West In-
vestments purchased the 
golf course in 2004 and an-
nounced plans a few years 
later to convert the golf 
course into a several-hun-

dred unit housing complex.
But what, exactly, was 

there to preser ve? The 
watchtower, barbed wire 
perimeter fence and bar-
racks had already been 
gone for more than a half-
century when the historic-
cultural monument applica-
tion came before the city’s Cul-
tural Heritage Commission in 
April 2013. The commission 
unanimously rejected the ap-
plication, arguing that the 
site failed to meet the crite-
ria for historic designation 
since none of the physical 
buildings associated with 
the camp remained.

But the City Council, 
led by then-Councilmem-
ber Richard Alarcon, over-
turned the commission’s de-
cision, voting unanimously 
in June 2013 to grant land-
mark status to a 1-acre plot 
of the site where the oak 
trees date back to the site’s 
World War II-era incarna-
tion as a detention center.

Developer Snowball West 
Investments brought a law-
suit seeking to reverse the 
historic-cultural monument 
designation that same year.
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The Tuna 
Canyon 
Detention 
Center during 
World War II. 
A guard sits 
in an office 
with a view of 
the camp and 
communication 
systems.
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ELIE WIESEL, 
AUTHOR, NOBEL LAUREATE AND HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR
“The opposite of love is not hate, it’s indifference. The 
opposite of art is not ugliness, it’s indifference. The 
opposite of faith is not heresy, it’s indifference. And the 
opposite of life is not death, it’s indifference. Because of 
indifference, one dies before one actually dies. To be in 
the window and watch people being sent to concentra-
tion camps or being attacked in the street and do noth-
ing, that’s being dead.” (1986)
SEPT. 30, 1928-JULY 2, 2016

Thought for the Day

HERB STEINBERG
1934-2018

Beloved husband of Sandy; father of
Lance, Debbe and Steve; brother of
Adele, Ralph and wife Lois, (deceased
brother Larry), Judy and husband
Steve; and grandfather to Gillian, and
Aaron, passed away Thursday, April 5,
2018, at home from medical illness.

Herb grew up in the LA area. He held positions at: World
Book & News in Hollywood, Standard Shoe Co, Harmon
Autos, Orange County Register, and Lance Steinberg, M.D.,
Inc. Herb leaves a legacy of a righteous, caring soul helping
and giving to all; and sharing his wisdom and quick wit and
incredible humor.

Services will be held Friday, April 13th, 11:00 a.m., at Eden
Memorial Park, 11500 Sepulveda Blvd., Mission Hills.

ALICE MURILLO MORALES
Beloved Mother, Sister, Aunt and Friend

May 21, 1942 - April 7, 2018

Survived by her son, Timo Murillo; her sisters, Antonia
Amado and Mary Murillo; and her brothers, Arnold, Billy and
Gilbert Murillo. Alice was predeceased by her beloved
husband, Frank R. Morales; her father and mother, Tony and
Rita; brothers, Herman, Tony Jr. and Alfred; and her sisters,
Trini and Maggie.

Visitation and Rosary will be Thursday, April 12th, 4:00 to
8:00 p.m., at Gates Kingsley and Gates, 6909 Canoga Ave.,
Canoga Park. Graveside Burial Service on Friday, April 13th,
10:00 a.m., at Oakwood Memorial Park, 22601 Lassen St.,
Chatsworth.

ETERNAL VALLEY
Garden of Prayer

Plot $5,500 or best offer or will trade for late model Volvo
Call or Text 818-470-6716

MOUNT ARARAT JEWISH CEMETERY
Farmingdale, New York, 8 contiguous plots.

Family moved to California. Urgent sale, valued at
$4000 each, asking $2950 each. Email: mrfranklo@twc.com

PIERCE BROTHERS VALHALLA
4 plots valued at $3750 each, asking $2750 each.

Located in Block "C", Section 3011/3012
SOLD!

PIERCE BROTHERS VALLEY OAKS
"Oak Vale Garden" near waterfall.

Lot 174, spaces G&H. $15,000 Value, asking $11,950
Call Michael (818) 707-9070 or cell (818) 438-1140

PLOTBROKERS.COM
Currently buying property in Glen Haven, Forest Lawns & Rose Hills

Buy & Sell - Low Cost, Hassle Free
1-888-918-8808 μ (Broker License #CEB1169)

Visit dailynews.com and sign the online registry expressing
condolences for friends and loved ones who have passed away.

OBITUARIES
AND FUNERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
Celebrating Lives & Legacies

To place an obituary or funeral
notice in the newspaper and online,
go to dailynews.com. You can
also place by phone 818-713-3361,
fax 818-713-0087 or email:
obituaries@dailynews.com

� Send Flowers
� Sign Guest Book
� Share Photos & Video
� Make a Charitable Donation

Create a living
memorial on

dailynews.com

Plots & Crypts For Sale
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