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By Laura Greanias
L.A. School Report

Driven by mounting urgency to improve strug-
gling schools and widespread dissatisfaction with 
California’s school evaluation tool, L.A. Unified 
school board members voted Tuesday to create an 
assessment framework that will allow parents to 
more easily compare schools as well as select the 
measures by which to evaluate them.

The key difference from the California School 
Dashboard, the state’s 2-year-old color-coded grid 
for assessing schools, is that L.A. schools will be 
given a single rating. And instead of being eval-
uated on what level kids are when they enter a 
school, schools will have the chance to show what 
they can do to help them progress, said Kelly 
Gonez, who authored the resolution.

“I haven’t seen this anywhere in the country, 
and I really think L.A. could lead on this,” Nick 
Melvoin, board vice president and co-author of 
the resolution, said before Tuesday’s 6-1 vote. 
“The tool will be interactive so parents can 
choose what’s meaningful to them and schools 
can self-identify their areas of strength.” 

If a family is looking for a dual immersion 
program, they would be able to see which ones 
are succeeding. 

“In the absence of great information, par-
ents will go elsewhere,” Melvoin said.

Allowing parents to customize how they view 
the school ratings “gives us the opportunity to 
define success for ourselves and as a district to 
be able to say what matters to us,” Gonez said. 
“Each district has its own measures that are im-
portant to them.”

“This was the first big move of the board in lay-
ing down tracks for a different way of approach-
ing education policy,” said Ben Austin, a longtime 
education advocate who last year founded Kids 
Coalition. “This was a really good sign that this 
board is coming together and working together 
to shift the paradigm to what’s good for kids. 

“It’s worth noting that this was not a 4-3 vote,” 
Austin said, referring to votes that have bro-
ken along lines of school board members who 
were elected with support from reform groups. 
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echou@scng.com, @reporterliz on Twitter

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti is looking 
to win friends and make a good impression 
in Iowa, a key presidential cau-
cus state where he is scheduled 
this weekend to meet with union 
leaders, breakfast with firefight-
ers and get to know Democratic 
party members.

Garcetti, who has aspirations 
to run for president in 2020, will 
be in Iowa, a state with a popu-
lation of about 3 million people, 
today and Saturday as part of a 
push by the Democratic Party to support its 
candidates in the 2018 midterm elections.

The opinion of Iowans is seen as an early 
augur of a potential presidential candidate’s 
chances of being nominated by a political party.

The Los Angeles mayor will visit the cities of 
Altoona, Des Moines, Waterloo and Davenport. 
Garcetti’s wife, Amy Elaine Wakeland, has rel-
atives from Waterloo.

On his schedule today is a tour of the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters’ training facility in 
Altoona. Then during a stop in Des Moines, he’ll 
give remarks to the Asian and Latino Coalition 
and attend a reception with One Iowa, an LGBT 
advocacy group.

His Sat urday schedu le w ill st a r t in 
Des Moines, where he’ll have breakfast with fire-
fighters and law enforcement officials at Mul-
lets restaurant, followed by a meet-and-greet at 
Cooney’s Tavern with Polk County Democrats.
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From staff reports

A little-known history in Tujunga will 
long be known after Thursday.

The site of what was once the Tuna 
Canyon Detention Station was marked 
with signs that acknowledged the site’s 
troubling past. During World War II, 
Japanese, German and Italian immi-
grants who were deemed threats to the 
nation were detained at the site, which 
had been a vacated Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps camp.

Its high barbed wire fencing, guard 
posts and floodlights are long gone. But 
for many on Thursday, the signs in-
stalled at the 1-acre spot at the north-
west corner of La Tuna Canyon Road 
and Tujunga Canyon Boulevard were 
evidence of a dark time when a fear-
ful nation imprisoned immigrant fam-
ilies before transferring them to intern-
ment camps.

The station closed in October 1943, 
but not before more than 2,000 people 
were detained there.

In 2013, the Los Angeles City Coun-
cil designated the site as Historical-Cul-
tural Monument, with a goal of educat-
ing the public about the violation of civil 
rights.

HISTORY

TOP: A sign is put up near the former Tuna Canyon Detention site in Tujunga. 
The Tuna Canyon Detention Station was a confinement site for immigrants 
deemed threats to the nation. ABOVE: Nancy Oda, president 
of the Tuna Detention Center Coalition, attends the Thursday ceremony.
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A Tujunga site with a troubling past is 
marked with signs for all to remember

There are a lot of wonder-
ful moments for David and Eliz-

abeth Morse to 
look back on af-
ter 70 years of 
marriage, but be-
fore they do there 
is the matter of 
the Lousy, Lousy 
Lounge picture 
that should be ad-
dressed first.

It’s an iconic 
newspaper photo 

of a young, good-looking Marine 
wearing his combat helmet and 
standing bare-chested outside a 
frond-covered dugout he nick-
named the Lousy, Lousy Lounge 
a few days after the Battle of 
Tarawa on Thanksgiving week-
end in 1943.

David is rubbing his chin, 
and has a quizzical, lost stare 
on his face that makes you won-
der what he’s thinking. The pic-
ture ran in many newspapers 
back home with the photo cap-
tion “Yank Humor on Bloody 
Tarawa.”

But there was no humor in 
that photo. How could there be? 
Some of David’s closest buddies 
died in front of his eyes in the 
fierce battle that took the lives 
of nearly 1,700 Marines and sail-
ors, and 4,690 enemy soldiers.

In only 76 hours.
The Battle of Tarawa was the 

first chance for news photogra-
phers in the Pacific Theater to 
record a battle so soon after it 
had been fought, and the Lousy, 
Lousy Lounge was just the right 
image to send back home to 
show folks we had won.

“The fighting quality of the 
Marines is well-known, but their 
sense of humor is running a 
close second,” says a quote from 
the Julian C. Smith Collection of 
Marine Corp. archives.

He wasn’t trying to be funny 
or disrespectful, David told his 
kids as they were growing up. 
He was just trying to describe 
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Case of Lousy, Lousy Lounge photo, a 70-year marriage
LEFT: 
David and 
Elizabeth 
Morse looking 
back after 
70 years of 
marriage. 
BELOW: 
David Morse, a 
young Marine 
wearing his 
combat helmet 
and standing 
in a dugout he 
nicknamed the 
“Lousy, 
Lousy 
Lounge.”
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