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Bolton Hall Museum is hosting a very 
special exhibit in July telling the story 
of the WWII internment of Japanese, 
Italian and German immigrants at the 
Tuna Canyon Detention 
Station (TCDS) in Tujunga.  
 
Only The Oaks Remain is an 
extraordinary museum quality traveling 
exhibit created by the TCDS 
Coalition which is being displayed at a 
number of southern California 
locations this year including the 
Japanese-American Museum in Los 
Angeles and the site of the Manzanar 
Relocation facility.  The Bolton Hall 
Museum Grand Opening Celebration 
and exhibit viewing has been scheduled 
for Sunday, July 9th, 2017 starting at 6 
p.m. at Bolton Hall Museum and the 
public is invited.  RSVP’s are being 
requested due to widespread 
community interest in the 
exhibit and the special activities 
scheduled for the event.   
 
Following is an introduction to 
the Los Angeles Cultural 
Heritage recognition and the 
exhibit creation and the story of 

the Tuna Canyon Detention 
Station location and its 
importance in the history of 
our community and the City 
of Los Angeles. 
 
The article which follows was 
written by Dr. Lloyd Hitt.  Dr. 
Hitt  is a Lifetime Member of 
Little Landers Historical 
Society and served as 
President from 1999 to 2001.  

Ten years ago, Lloyd became involved 
with LLHS member, Paul Tsuneishi and 
others, seeking to establish recognition 
for those individuals who were interred 
at the TCDS on the site of Tujunga’s 
Verdugo Hills Golf Course.  In recent 
years, a coalition of interests 
representing Japanese, Italian and 
German immigrants interred at TCDS 
was formed for the purpose of 
advancing plans for a memorial on the 
site of the TCDS.  In 2013, Los Angeles 
City Council approval was obtained for 
recognition of the site as Los Angeles 
City Cultural Heritage Monument 
#1039.  Lloyd Hitt has served as Co-
Chair of the TCDS Coalition and his 
research and presentations were vital to 
moving the memorial project forward 
and obtaining the Los Angeles City 
Monument designation.   

Photo used with the permission of David Scott, the Scott 
Family and Little Landers Historical Society.  Photos may not 
be used unless written permission has been obtained from the 

Little Landers Historical Society.  



 

The following history of the Tuna Camp location, first 
written by Dr. Hitt in 2015, has been edited for space and 
to accommodate current events.  
.  

Tuna Canyon Detention Station  
Before and After     

 

By Dr. Lloyd Hitt 
 
 The fifty-eight acres occupied by the former Verdugo 
Hill Golf Course have seen more far reaching changes 
than any other area of Sunland/Tujunga. The winding trail 
used by the Padres from the San Gabriel Mission to the 
San Fernando Missions, moved north up through La 
Baras Canyon what is now Tujunga Canyon Road, 
perhaps stopping at Sister Elsie Well for water before 
traveling west through Rancho Tujunga and the Big 
Tujunga Wash and  turning South to the San Fernando 
Mission.  The Tongva camped under the oak trees fed by 
springs and creeks along the Verdugo Mountains. 
Tiburcio Vasquez, who was probably one of the most 
notorious bandits in California, drove his stolen horses 
and cattle up through the canyon to hide in the San 
Gabriel Mountains. In the late 1800’s farmers like Phillip 
Begue bought the land to farm and then, around 1906, 
sold a southern section to Charleston Dow, a farmer. 
Rows of vineyards covered the slopes to the base of Sister 
Elsie and Twin Peaks in the Sierra Madre Mountains, as 
they were known at the time. The only break in the 
vineyards was Foothill Boulevard known then as 
Michigan Avenue.  During WWI much of the grape 
harvest was bought by the US government and used in a 
fermentation process to make cordite for bullets and 
artillery shells. 
 
 In 1933 Charleston Dow originally leased 10 acres on 
the South end of his land to the Army for $30 a month for 
the construction of one of two Civilian Conservation 
Corps (CCC) camps, under President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, to be built in the Tujunga area. Local 
carpenters built eleven wooden WWI Army buildings 
with seven barracks, mess hall, administration building, 
office building, and the infirmary on the east side along 
the Verdugo Wash.  The wash was a creek draining 
Blanchard Canyon and followed the rutted Tujunga 
Canyon Road from Monte Vista. There were also garages, 
a blacksmith shop, and shelters for equipment. The CCC 
program proved to be very popular and enrollment by 
young men quickly filled the camps. Enrollees of 
Company 548 at Tuna Camp probably arrived before the 
buildings were finished and would have lived in military 
tents. They varied in age from 17-25, signed up for six to 
twenty-four months and were paid $30 a month of which 
$25 was sent home to the parents. The Army ensured 
water, transportation, and local availability of food 
supplies. 

 

 Early assignments were forest access roads and 
water retention tanks of two to five thousand gallon 
capacity in the Angeles National Forrest above 
Sunland-Tujunga and La Crescenta. With the arrival 
of the new CCC Company 902 in April 1934, their 
assignments changed to include vast private holdings 
in the Verdugo Hills, San Gabriel Mountains, and the 
Crescenta Valley to restore hardwood groves and 
drainage after severe fires and flooding throughout the 
region in 1933-1934.  Company 902 cleared brush, cut 
numerous fire trails and culverts, and built steel forest 
fire towers. A road and picnic sites were built up to 
the Big Tujunga Dam.  Above all else, the local 
community developed a deep respect for their fire-
fighting abilities in protecting them from seasonal 
fires. Company 902 would stay until 1941 when the 
Depression ended with defense jobs, enlistment in the 
military services, and the threat of war. For the young 
men who came through the Tuna Camp it was a 
positive experience for both them and the community.  
The Army tried to close the Tuna CCC Camp in early 
1940 because the young men were joining the military 
or finding jobs, but the community fought this action 
because the Company played an important part in 
fighting forest and brush fires. 
 
 Unlike other camps that had been dismantled, the 
Tuna Camp remained to serve as a gateway for 
incarceration of German, Italian, and most often, 
Japanese immigrants living on the West Coast. 90.4% 
of those interred were Japanese.  As of December 7th, 
1941, the CCC camp was closed and became the Tuna 
Canyon Detention Center operated by the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service (INS).  The INS took 
charge of the camp and by December 16th the first 
prisoners were delivered by the FBI. The camp was no 
longer what it had been as the Army buildings were 
now bordered with a ten-foot high steel fence with 
barbed wire on the top. Guard towers stood at 
intervals, with the fence area under lights. A small 
contingent of armed INS personnel and civilians stood 
guard. No one was to get closer than 10 feet of the 
fence and only English was to be spoken on visitors’ 
day. Unlike the Santa Anita Racetrack Assembly 
Center, only heads of households were brought in. 
 
 The FBI started investigations in the early 1940's 
especially of those living near the coast or industrial 
sites. They were the first prisoners brought to the 
camp on December 16th, 1941. Immigrants from 
Germany, Italy and Japan were considered suspect 
because of their nationality.  If they were educated, 
worked along the coast, active in their communities, 
involved in the martial arts, teachers, Buddhist, or 
community leaders, their loyalty was even more 
suspect. The hearings held at the Tuna Canyon 



 

Detention Center determined if you would be free with 
certain restrictions, such as curfews, or sent on to 
concentration camps if you were German or Italian.  A 
few Italian fishermen were forced to move away from 
the coast but were allowed back October 12th, 1942. If 
you were Japanese, the hearings decided if you were to 
join your family at one of the many concentration 
camps or be sent to special concentration camps to 
spend the war years separated from your family. There 
was no evidence submitted at the hearings, only 
conjecture. For instance, if you were Japanese and you 
were a fisherman working off the West Coast, you 
knew too much and were a risk to America's security. It 
is interesting to note, the ten people convicted of 
espionage for Japan, from 1940 to 1945, were 
Caucasian. None were Japanese.  
 
 Most people were not aware of the thousands of 
German, Italian and Japanese imprisoned in the U.S. 
who were from Mexico, Central America and South 
America. They were brought to America to trade for 
American civilians captured by the Axis powers. Some 
of the 2000 Peruvian Japanese were processed at the 
TCDS and many were sent to Japan in exchange for 
Americans. The policy was ill-conceived, but there 
were many Americans who did their best at these 
camps to show understanding and kindness toward 
their prisoners. One was right here at the Tuna Camp. 
The INS director to open the TCDS was Border Patrol 
Officer Merrill Scott.  Scott was not happy with the 
policy he had to carry out, but Scott did it with 
kindness and understanding. He organized the camp 
with a self-government honor system among the 
prisoners, allowing them to select barrack captains and 
a mayor of the station. The leaders took care of the 
affairs of the prisoners including selecting the cooks, 
kitchen police, maintenance, and they ran their own PX 
where they sold personal items, candy, and other small 
items. 
 
 The camp would be closed in October 1943 and the 
site, with the old Army buildings, would later find a 
new use as a LA County Probation school for bad boys.  
In 1960, the buildings would disappear and the 
Verdugo Hills Golf Course took their place.  The golf 
course preserved many of the old Oaks and Sycamores 
and provided twenty-five acres of recreation for young 
and old for more than fifty years.  
 
Through the years, the site of TCDS has meant many 
things to many people, and in 2013 following the Los 
Angeles City Cultural designation, a one-acre site near 
the old oaks was selected for a TCDS memorial.  A 
formal dedication ceremony followed on December 
16th of that year.  

On April 29th, plant buyers gathered at 
C&M Printing on Commerce Avenue for 
the 2017  LLHS Plant Sale.  The sale 
opened on time at 9 a.m. despite damage 
caused by the overnight windstorm.  Early 
volunteers pitched in to clear the damaged 

canopies and set up overturned tables and chairs.  For-
tunately, very few plants were damaged and the buy-
ers were greeted to an array of beautiful decorative 
and functional plants, including some vegetables.  
 
We thank all the donors and volunteers that helped 
make this sale a success.  And a very special thanks 
goes to Cindy Cleghorn and Mark Seigel of C&M 
Printing for graciously loaning space alongside the 
C&M building to us for the sale. 
 

Donors of Plants & Other Items  
And Sale Set-up and Sales Volunteers  

PLANT SALE Wrap-Up 

Bill Andrew - Volunteer 

Annette Bethers – Donor 

Regina Clark - Volunteer 

Roberta Daniels – Donor 

Michael DeVries -  Volunteer 

Herrold Egger - Volunteer 

Celia Hicklin --  Donor and Volunteer 

Lloyd Hitt- Donor 

Susan Hussong – Donor 

Kathy Koch - Volunteer 

Pat Kramer - Donor 

Elektra Kruger – Donor and Volunteer 

Gerry Kruger – Volunteer 

Betty Markowitz – Volunteer 

Maria Munoz - Volunteer 

Randy Perez - Donor 

Gretchen Perry - Donor 

Juliet Ponchinlan -Donor 

Susan Potthoff – Donor and Volunteer 

Martin Prado - Volunteer 

Michelle Ramage – Donor  

Babz Rowe - Donor and Volunteer 

Pat Saurer – Donor 

Mark Seigel - Volunteer 

Maggie Seitz - Donor 

Elaine Silvestro - Donor 

Sheri Smith -  Donor and Volunteer 

Terry Switzer - Donor 

Sharon & Bill Weisman – Donor 

Amy Windham - Volunteer 



 

Bolton Hall Museum 
volunteer, Bill Andrew, is 
usually at Bolton Hall 
Museum for Monday 
morning work days – 
climbing ladders to change 
lightbulbs in the main hall, 
replacing clock batteries, 
hanging decorations and 
helping move storage 
boxes up and down from 
high shelves. 
 
Bill is a retired trainman 
who joined the ranks of 
Bolton Hall Museum 
volunteers in 2011 shortly 
after his retirement from 
the Union Pacific Railroad.  
Bill had worked for Union 
Pacific from 1968 through 2009.  He tells the story of his 
entry into volunteer activities like this:  Shortly after his 
retirement, his wife suggested that he needed to become 
involved with some worthwhile activities in the 
community.   She knew that he wouldn’t be happy 
hanging around the house and that his talents and energy 
would be appreciated by organizations like LLHS.   
Shortly thereafter, Bill also became involved as well 
with our neighbor on Commerce Avenue, the Elks Lodge 
where he served as President several years ago. 
 
He started out with Bolton Hall and Little Landers as a 
researcher because he enjoys learning about our 
community’s history and its people.  He likes talking 
with Museum visitors about their experiences and 
recommends that the Museum capture as many oral 

Spotlight On … 

                Bill Andrew 

               a volunteer climbing the    

                ladder of success 

history stories as possible.  
He has since worked as a 
Bolton Hall Museum Docent 
scheduler, on building 
maintenance projects and 
assisted with a Civil War 
reenactment program 
conducted jointly with the 
Historical Society of the 
Crescenta Valley.  Bill has 
also helped with several 
Museum temporary exhibits, 
including the historical 
restaurant exhibit and the 
Veteran’s exhibit and 
Registry.  His help has been 
invaluable in recent years 
for our annual Plant Sale, 
especially for the sale just 
held in April where he acted 

as “stage manager” for the layout of the space and 
assisted with set-up of canopies and display areas. 
 
Bill was born and raised in the Los Angeles area 
and moved from Burbank to Shadow Hills in 1985 
and then to Sunland in 1994 where he resides with 
his wife of 21 years, Erin.   He has two daughters, 
Melissa and Cynthia, from an earlier marriage and 
nine grandchildren.  He enjoys trains and train 
models, bowling and traveling. 
 
He attended Mt Gleason Jr. High for one semester, 
Jordan Jr. High and graduated from John Burroughs 
High in Burbank. 

Come to Bolton Hall Museum any Tuesday or Sunday 
afternoon through October 22nd and take a look at the new 
exhibit of VHHS memorabilia.  Verdugo Hills High School 
– A Look Back will bring back memories of earlier times.   



 

May Docents  

Our Docents are very special, multi-talented people 
with a love for Bolton Hall Museum and our local 
history.   Bolton Hall Museum is open to visitors on 
Tuesday and Sunday afternoons, and Docents staff 
the Museum to greet and assist visitors.  On 
Tuesday, May 16th, Bolton Hall was a polling place 
for the Los Angeles City elections.  Five or our 
Docents took shifts that day from 6 AM to 9 PM. 

 Be sure to drop in and say hello sometime soon. 
The following Docents and Docent Assistants 
greeted visitors to Bolton Hall Museum in May.   

Ellie Baughman 

Wesley Carrera 

Regina Clark 

Craig Durst 

Michael DeVries 

Herrold Egger 

Celia Hicklin 

Join us again this year in the Fourth of July Parade 
down Foothill Boulevard from Mt. Gleason to Sunland 
Park.  We are honored to be near the head of the parade 
following the Grand Marshals Lloyd and Marlene 
Hitt.  Lloyd and Marlene are Little Landers Historical 
Society Lifetime and very active members.  Among 
many other Bolton Hall Museum responsibilities and 
activities, Lloyd served as LLHS President for  over 10 
years and Marlene served as Museum Director and PR 
& Outreach Chair.   
 

In honor of Bolton Hall Museum’s newest exhibit 
Verdugo Hills High School – A Look Back we’ll be 
dressing in high school fashions from our various 
graduation years.  Marchers of all ages are welcome to 
join in the fun, so pull out your high school garb, 
whatever that was, and join us in the parade.  We’ll be 
meeting in the Von’s parking lot on Mt. Gleason and 
Foothill at 8:30 a.m. on July 4th.     

 

We are looking for interesting, historical or snazzy vehicles as part of our entry.   
Have you got one you’d like to show off in the parade? 

Give us a call or send an e-mail to let us know if you would like to be part of our group.   
E-mail: littlelanders@verizon.net or phone  (818) 352-3420. 

I Love A Parade! 

Marlene Hitt 

Virginia Hodges  

Shirley Neuenswander 

Martin Prado 

Sheri Smith 

Miguel Sotelo 

Joanne Vestal 

You must give some time to your fellow 

man. Even if it's a little thing, do something 

for which you get not pay but the privilege 

of doing it.                             Albert Schweitzer  

Paul Armbruster 

Jack Arntzen 

Wesley Carrera 

Jeanine Caliguiri 

Margie Ferrara 

Marlene Hitt 

Trish Hitt 

Bob Miller 

Judy Reynolds 

Amber Richards 

Marynance Schellenbach 

Peggy Storey 

Best wishes to  

ALL our members  

who have birthdays  

in June. 



 



 

Only the Oaks Remain commemorates the history of the Tuna 
Canyon Detention Station. The exhibition features many items 
that serve to illuminate a largely untold story that goes beyond 
the more widely-known story of the mass incarceration of 
Japanese Americans. A highlight is an Honor Wall that bears 
each detainee’s name.  
 

Only the Oaks Remain is organized by the Tuna Canyon 
Detention Station Coalition, a nonprofit organization dedicated 
to raising public awareness about the site’s history (at the 
former Verdugo Hills Golf Course). It is working to develop a 
permanent Tuna Canyon Detention Station Memorial, which 
will include a plaque and educational posts installed along a 
walking path lined with mature oak trees, to further educate 
future generations. For more information, visit tunacanyon.org. 
 

This project was organized by the Tuna Canyon Detention 
Station Coalition; funded, in part, by a grant from the US 
Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Japanese 
American Confinement Sites Grant Program; and sponsored 
by the San Fernando Valley Japanese American Community 
Center. 

Opening Ceremony — The Public is Invited 
 

Sunday, July 9th, 2017 at 6:00 PM 

Bolton Hall Museum on the North Lawn in Little Landers Park 

Parking for the Opening Ceremony available uphill at the Elks Lodge 

 

If you will attend, please RSVP to Bolton Hall Museum by Friday, June 30th  

 Phone: (818) 352-3420  ~  E-mail: LittleLanders@verizon.net 

 

 

Regular Museum Hours 
  

Every Sunday and Tuesday — 1:00 to 4:00 PM 
 

 

 

Extended hours for this special exhibit 
 

Four Thursdays: July 13th, 20th, 27th and August 3rd 

6:00 to 8:00 PM 

 
 

Free Admission — Suggested donation $3 per person 

Bolton Hall Museum 
Home of Little Landers Historical Society 

Presents 

ONLY THE OAKS REMAIN  

Traveling Exhibit will be at 

Bolton Hall Museum  

July 9th through August 6th, 2017 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=bb099703a5&view=att&th=15a3a791974a7791&attid=0.1&disp=inline&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=bb099703a5&view=att&th=15a3a791974a7791&attid=0.1&disp=inline&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=bb099703a5&view=att&th=15a3a791974a7791&attid=0.1&disp=inline&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=bb099703a5&view=att&th=15a3a791974a7791&attid=0.1&disp=inline&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=bb099703a5&view=att&th=15a3a791974a7791&attid=0.1&disp=inline&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=bb099703a5&view=att&th=15a3a791974a7791&attid=0.1&disp=inline&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=bb099703a5&view=att&th=15a3a791974a7791&attid=0.1&disp=inline&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=bb099703a5&view=att&th=15a3a791974a7791&attid=0.1&disp=inline&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=bb099703a5&view=att&th=15a3a791974a7791&attid=0.1&disp=inline&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=bb099703a5&view=att&th=15a3a791974a7791&attid=0.1&disp=inline&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=bb099703a5&view=att&th=15a3a791974a7791&attid=0.1&disp=inline&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=bb099703a5&view=att&th=15a3a791974a7791&attid=0.1&disp=inline&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=bb099703a5&view=att&th=15a3a791974a7791&attid=0.1&disp=inline&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=bb099703a5&view=att&th=15a3a791974a7791&attid=0.1&disp=inline&safe=1&zw


 

Lifetime Member                                     $ 300  

Patron                                          $ 50 or more 

Household                                                $ 30 

Individual                                                  $ 20 

Student (up to 20 years of age)                $ 10 

Business or Organization            $ 50 or more 

Name 

E-mail address 

Street Address 

City, State, Zip Code 

Additional Contribution                $_________ 
 

Please consider making an additional contribution to help 
preserve our local history.  Contributions in any amount 
are always welcome and very much appreciated.   

Please make your check payable to: 

 LLHS, PO Box 203, Tujunga, CA  91043 
 

Other than the Lifetime membership, all memberships are  
for a 12 month period beginning the 1st day of the month     

following the date of your application . 

Phone Number(s) with area codes 

Birthday(s) - Month & Day 

If this membership is a GIFT for someone, please state your name and relationship to  
the member:  
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

How would you like to receive your newsletter?             US Mail    E-Mail 

NEW MEMBERSHIPS OR RENEWALS CAN ALSO BE DONE ON-LINE 

www.Little Landers Historical Society.org 


